
Arab American National Museum Oral History Project 

 
 

 
The Arab American National Museum will be recording oral history interviews on July 1st 

and 2nd during the 2016 Convention in Dallas. Videos of the interviews will become a 

part of the Museum’s collections and will be available to view online. 

 

At least two people are needed to conduct an oral history. Oral Histories can be done 

like interviews, where one person asks questions about the other person. This style is 

popular when a younger family member interviews an older family member. Oral 

Histories can also be done in a dialogue style, where two or more people ask each 

other questions about their shared family history. This style is popular for married couples 

or siblings. The interviews should take no more than 30 minutes. All participants will be 

asked to complete a release form, giving the Museum permission to add the interview 

recording to its collections. 

 
Tips for participants: 

1. If you are doing an interview-style oral history, the interviewer should limit their 

own remarks and let the narrator to tell his or her story. Your role is to simply guide 

the narrator with brief questions. 

 

2. In a dialogue-style oral history, determine in what order you want to ask each 

other questions. If both people are answering the same questions, be sure to 

take turns and not talk over the other person. 

 

3. Start each recording with a statement of who you are, where and when the oral 

history is taking place, and who and what the oral history is about. 

 

4. Allow silence. Give the other participants time to think. Silence will work for you. 

 

5. Ask one question at a time. 

 

6. Follow up your current question thoroughly before moving to the next. 

 

7. When you are asking questions, be a good listener, using body language such as 

looking at the other person, nodding, and smiling to encourage and give the 

message, "I am interested." 

 



8. If necessary, use verbal encouragement such as "This is wonderful information!" or 

"How interesting!" Be careful, however, not to pepper the oral history with verbal 

encouragement such as "uh-huh," said at the same time that the other person is 

speaking. 

 

9. Ask for specific examples if the person answering questions makes a general 

statement and you need to know more. Or you might say, "I don't understand. 

Could you explain that in more detail?" 

 

10. Ask for definitions and explanations of words that have critical meaning for the 

interview.  

 

11. When asking questions, phrase them so that they can't be answered with a 

simple "yes" or "no." Start with "why," "how," "where," "what kind of ..." 

 

12. Be flexible. Watch for and pick up on promising topics introduced by the other 

participants, even if the topics are not on your interview guide sheet. 

 

 

Example questions: 

 

1. Where is your family from? 

 

2. When did your family immigrate to the United States?  

 

3. Why did your family members immigrate to the United States? 

 

4. What did your parents do for a living? 

 

5. How did you first get involved with your club? 

 

6. What is one of your best memories about the club? 

 

7. What was it like growing up in a Syrian/Lebanese family? 

 

8. Does your family have any special food traditions? 

 

 

 
 


